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THE  - reed 
Monſtrous devourer, 
OR 


The Great Feeder. 


Being a true and pert. Relation of 2 Man 21.4 141 2% 
about Faruham and Guilford 1n the County 5! *y3zey , 
which does report he came from Wi/tſhire, 5nd all the 
way he has traveld feeds only upon Horſes, Dogs and 

Cats, ard theInt.els and Offel ot Bullocks, Sheep 
Hogs and Calves , alſo the manner how he eats then 
all raw, as they be taken out of the Beaſts , and caii 
not be ſatisfied. With the manner how hes came to bt 
{fo - firſt, by taking upon him in a prefuming manne 
co faſt, 


Wh a warning for all people to amend their lives by this 
heav F, T udgement that 1s laid upon this poor creature, 
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V Vritten at the City of Cheſter in Suſſex, by L. W. 
the 26 of April, 1675. 
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The Monſtrous Devourer. 


O tell you of the baſeneſs of man in exceilible and wicked Feaſting, 

and ſarteiting of drunkenneſs, / ſuppoſe there are too many that be 

fo guilty ofic, that when they cometo be told of it, and 1s repro- 
ved, will ſtand 1na preſuming manner, and vindicate themſelves again(t 
both Law and reaſon, but let ſuch men know, that there 1s an all-leeing 
eye ofthe moſt high and mighty God, that will one day bring them all ca 
judgement, both old and young. rich and poor, the greateſt Emperour as 
well as the poor beggar, and then happy will it be tor them thar has done 
well , and improved their Talent that God had truſted them with, 

But curſed and miſerable will he be that took no care on his poor im- 
mortal ſoul , that is he / mean which has ſpent his dayes in feaiting and 
juncketins, ſporting. with baſs and wicked women , gaming and drinking 
has ruined and conſumed many a good Eftate, therefore miſerable and 
{z4 will the ends of ſuch men be both in this world and that to come, as we 
hind 1t recorded in the 25th. chap. of St. Aſattbew and the 34th. Verles. 
Come ye bleſſed of ry Father, inherit the Kingdome preparcd fer ye, for I 
w.ts an hungry and ye gave me meat, I w# thirſty and ye gave me drint, 
nated amd ye clethed me, {ich and 11 Priſon and you. viſired me: and our 
bleſſed Saviour makes it plain, the meaning of that Parable in the go. 
verſe of the atoreſaid chap. which is thus, to the man that God hath indu- 
ed with great riches, and every one according to their abilicy relieves their 
poor brethren in aoy time of want and poverty, tis a good improvement of 
bis Tatent, andlayes up his Riches ia heaven, bur iris otherwiſe with 
the wicked and coyctous man, that lays up his treaſure till it ruſt, and eve- 
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iy p2r.ny he partsfrom to the poor, comes from him like ſo many drops 6 
bio , and never coniiders that God requires much of him that has much 
an 2c: har has ſuch plenty, is but Steward for the poor z but Ike Dive; 
7:1þ he -007 0M his door, thereore in the 41 terſe is that dreadful ſen 
e152 pre ouncel, Depart from we ye curſed into everiaſtin g fire, pre 


ured for ive Devin ard bu Angels, {ſo read it tothe end of the Chap 


ter, 
But no% fo; co comer oe my intended matter, a thing that ſome will hard 
lv believe, becaule 1 15 ſo frange, but be k hom thou wilt, wiſe or lim 
pl: deafſures it 1s as true 2s you look inthe book when you read ir. Any 
chus tis; Lhere is 8 mar hai wanders up an{down the Countryes whit 
bas no aboac a5 | can unde:itand, nor hes not had theſe two or three years 
but the 'alt pace ot b1s dweliing wes at Zanklencar Salrsbary- Plain new 
io the Dec:je: a Corpotation that is 1n Wiltſhire, the he reports himſelf 
but ask hit; the next day where he iives and he faies trom Pocl in Dorſer- 
{ ve, and ask hu another time , he rells ye trom ſome other place. So he 
:ells ye ſercral places, which makes {ome conclude he is Diſtracted, but 
1 conceive he is otherwiſe, tor he {hall giveye a civil anſwer to any que- 
ft 01 you ſhall proponnd unto him, only I think he is in fear of being teat 
tome to the place where he was born, which if ſuch a thing. Ihouid be, 


be ſaces he thoutd be ſtary'd to death, and in truth I am aimolt in his mind, 


for it i. be a poor Village, or (mail Town, they be not able to keep him, he 
& {uct a great vevourer, for Afaker was no more comparable to himthan 


achildoiayear oldto a hungry Piowman. For this fellow eats all ths 


ever «Omes ich unto him, intrels of Beaſts, Bullocks , Calves, Shetp, 


Hogs, or any 0ther garbage he can come at, and never ſtands to waſh t, 
bi des QUrs Kas it comes from the cattle , with the dung 1a it , without 
picking or cleanfing intle or much, and as he travels along between tos" 
and (OWN, 1t be !ights of any dead horſe by the way , that has been des: 
tarec or four dayes, he will not leave it, till Fe has devoured it all, a" 
{73 every night out of doors, and all the ſhelter he finds is in a Churd 
Porch, if he comes where any be, for no body will give him ſhelter ado: 


their houſe, for fear he ſhould riſe inthe night and deſtroy the cartle, d: 


if any charitable minded people do thelter him in their ovr-houles , the 
ſe: a watch over him, and fo turns him away inthe morning, thus doth if 
poor miſerable wretch walider up and down, he came to Farnum in $ 
rey lome nine miles off Guilford, where on Thirſday being Market (a) 
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the people flockt and gathered about him , hearing by ſome that ſee him 
upon the Road, that he was coming, ſo when he came he askt for the But - 
chers Market, for he was an hungry, ſo they told him, where connng he 
fell to his old trade of begging for ſheet 's guts, or other Offel, which was 
preſcnily feicht , a Bullocks intreis, and tte Maiy with the Qungin ut, 
which he moſt greedily devoured , 111! the aung run gown tits clothes to 
the amaſement of all the People , making ſome lick to lee him, after that 
decoured, behadthe interels of ſeveral ſheep, which he devoures allo 
beſore many hundreds, and after that a Gentleman ſtanding by, tfecirg 
him fo greedy, ihewed him a g00d tac Calf, wich was judged co be wort: 
twenty fhillings , and upwards, asked him how many mea.cs be wouls 
make of that Calfe, if he thould buy it and give it him to cat, hear. ercd 
be was in fear he lhould not betroudled wihit, how coy uu know taid 
the Gentlem:n, why fays this Monſtrous feeder, if you will eve it ne, 
1 will eate ic al up at two meals, nay if you pay for it and gireit me, 11% 
eat it up now at One meal, and he did ſo, and it was judged he had eaten 
juſt beforethe interels of a Bullock, and four or five flieep, belides other 
tood that was brought him out of their houles , and three or tour Gal- 
lons of drink, bur as he drinks , it runs all from him as.he ftancs, to that 
he ſtinks no body is able to endure him, From thence he goes to. Cuil-- 
ford, and there hedevoured all the Sheeps heads and Offel that came rear 


him, but at lait onein the Town takes and puts him in the Cattle , and 19 


maakes a ſhow o! him at rheir Fair, on St, Geore's day, the 23 of Apre!, 
1675. where a power of people gaye money to Tee this milerable fpecti- 
cle, but was fatisfied with the certainty of the Relation which went on. 
him, when they ſee how inhumane, and like a Raye::ous Woolt he ea e 
{uch carren that was drought unts him, for he will cate Dogs ard Cats 
whole wnhouttheir skins, never taking their guts out, bat in the baſeſt 
and fiithieſt manner, which makes all people lick that ſees him, and &1i-e 
him a Barrel o: Beer hee*l devour it in a ſmall time, and yet it never {tavs 
viith him, cor his food neither : for as 1 told ye before he ſtinks no body 
can endureto ſtay long by him. Theſe and a great: many more could 7 
5 on this man, bur they be odious, they be 1.0 fit here ro be mentio- 
aed. 


There- 


Therefore I cometo tell you he reals and cauſes of this fellon's 
beiris fo, as Icanuncerſtand by kimſclt, as no ory knows elſe as I hear 
yer, tie reports that 4 has beens Taylor dy trade, and how he turnel 
to 'S 3 Quaker. ani Le preſumed to ry ifhe could taſt korcy dayes and 
niShts, as our ble! bd Saviour Chriſt did, bur had not faſted three e Cayes 
but 4 Spirit caine to him and told him that he ſhould eat ani never be 
ſa:ish24 tor the ſpace of ſeven years , this he reports in (ome Towrs 
where te has been, in other places he teils the pcop te that he has been a 
.S2andman, ard bad laved thirty pounus together, but he falling out 
of work fell :o def. air, and would try how lons he could faſt to ) ſave 
1s None y, and then'the Spirit entred into him, and will not le: him be 
filled, which Ihold tobe moſt likelyeſt, for I think he feeds the Devil 
beiides h'mſelt, tor there is not four Bears at the Bare- garcen on the 
Ba! RE, can devour ſo much offil and garbidge at one time, asthis fel- 
tow hall, I have heard indeed of men that could eat a [i:culder of Mur- 
01 4 1K penny loat, and a Gal. on of drink ata meal , but th's manwill 
make no: hing of a !heep ar his breakfaſt, I ave beard: tell of a manin 
King 74akc's Raign, that would devour as much as ten men, all the year 
wngs it he could come atit, bur this 1s be that would deyour their meat 
Men 5c all ithe might , I have heard of A4.1:r the Lawyer, that Mon- 
Ky Ss b b:eaktaft, andrthen plead a Cauſe for his dinner, nay 1 know a fel- 
los that will cuc a toaſt round a Peck Loaf 3 inches deep, and put into a 
bo vi ofdcink 3. Or 4. quarts, and eat it with a pound of cheeſe , and 
his wite and children may fink at his foot before he] pive them a bit, 


but this feilow far out patſes all theſe as I have named, for he has con-. 


teſt he has eatenawiochorſein a day and a halfstime, and whit is 
te cault oft, no Paylitian inthe whole countrey where he has been 
yei Ca nielt, only about the Rimm ot his belly, is a kind of a blew bunch 
ani rat 1s ſuppoſed to bethe place where the fpirit lyes, as he and ſow £ 

others do < eclare 
But people may chat anc i ſay what they pleaſe , but L look upon It 
tobe a heavy judgement that is ſaid upon this poor creature, for v e lin- 
n2:51i0 amena our Live 'S, ANC NOT TO toilow Gluttor.y and Drunkennefs, 
bur ule thole creatures that Gou has made ſor the uſe of man , in a good 
4 dmo.crate nay Y, ne:iera buing Our {elves nor them EMA, {or how 
mary 


7 0! a man , th: eate 2 Gammons of Baconanda 12 penny loat tor 
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believe they would cry out as that wiſe King did, after he had found 3ll 
the pleaſures ofthe world whar chey were, he cryed out YVanity of Varnt- 
ty, af 5 yanty. SO haying no more, but to delire all 'peo; le where tl.is 
poor fellow ſhall come, which is the ſubje& of this diſcourſe, no: to 
mock and deride him, but look on him with an eye of pitty and charity, 
finceit is the Lords good pleaſure to lay this judgement on him : for 


ſhall I rellye, there is no man whatever can te! , what affliction the 
Lord is minded to lay upon him, if he ſees men preſume and glory in 


their lins, as there be too many to my knowledge, that when they tiwear 
and you tell them of it, in a damnd preſuming manner they ſwear the 


faſter. 


So many women tells their husbands of drinking and keeping of tad 
company , why, ſome beſo yoid of grace, that they tell them ,they will 
do it though it be to their ruine, and I fear there are too many thac find 
it ſo, to the undoing of Soul and body, then will they call for Rocks and 
Aonnt 4115 to hide and cever themfrom the preſence of the Lord, 

But happy is he that waits with patience, and is contented with all 
crofſes , lickneſles, and calamitiesthat this wicked world affords, and is 


_ Cayly iravelling to the heavenly Jeruſalem, to which place the Lord 


. ; 4 


in his mercy brinp us all, Amen, 


»E IN IS. 


